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By Caroline M & Loren D.

Would you like to know what you or your kid sister 
or brother is doing for their first art project? Well, you’ll 
find out here! Kindergarten is starting on the basics. 
They will be making lines and  their project will be like 
the artwork shown above. 

First and Second grade will be focusing on texture. 
They will look at different types of texture. For their 
project they will be making a fish in a fish bowl that 
shows different textures.  

Third Grade will be working on different types of 
shapes and learning about the artist Kandinsky. Fourth 
grade will be focusing on making an illustrated word 
drawing, and Fifth Grade will be looking at transparent 
bottles and will be experimenting with  transparent 
watercolor bottle painting.
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Mrs. Kramer’s Inspiration 
Mrs. Kramer’s inspiration was in high 
school  from her art teacher Ms. 
Swanson at DeKalb County Henderson 
High School. That’s it for Art At Austin!

Questionnaire by Akshaj B.
Favorite color: lime green
Favorite food: chocolate
Number of kids: one
Number of pets: two dogs
Years worked at Austin: six years
Favorite person in history: Leonardo da Vinci
Favorite book: any book about dogs
Favorite animals: otters
Favorite sport: tennis
Favorite smell: lavender



Fourth grader and Journalism Club staff member, Audrey 
A., administered a thoughtful questionnaire with our 
awesome 4th Grade teachers: Mrs. Bradley, Mrs. Castello, 
Ms. Gardner, Mrs. Jones, and Mrs. Black. 
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Mrs. Bradley

Q: How has fourth grade been so far?

A: Great! This year’s group is so kind 

to everyone! 

Q: How many years have you been 

teaching fourth grade?

A: This is my 10th year overall, but fifth 

year teaching 4th grade at Austin

Q: What is your biggest pet peeve that 

students do in class?

A: Rush to get started BEFORE all 

directions are given. 

Q: What is the most important thing to 

know in fourth grade?

A: Practice your MATH FACTS :) 

Q: Do some of your students still act like 

Third Graders?

A: Everyone is starting to get into the 

groove of 4th grade. 

The fourth grade team 
answers Audrey’s questions

Q: Do you like fourth grade, or do you 

think another grade is better for you?

A: Fourth Grade is MY FAVORITE! 

Q: What is your least favorite thing about 

fourth grade?

A: HMMMMMMM - Division - it can be 

hard for kiddos. 

Q: Have you taught at a school besides 

Austin?

A. I taught for 5 years in Alabama before 

I got married and moved to Georgia. 
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Mrs. Castello 

Q: How has fourth grade been so 

far?

A: Great! I love my class, they are 

so kind and hard working.

Q: How many years have you been 

teaching fourth grade?

A: I have been teaching 4th grade 

at Austin for 3 years.

Q: What is your biggest pet peeve 

that students do in class?

A: My biggest pet peeve is when 

students rush to do something 

before listening to all directions.

Q: What is the most important thing 

to know in fourth grade?

A: Always be kind.

Q: Do some of your students still 

act like third Graders?

A: LOL! Sometimes!

Q: Do you like fourth grade, or do 

you think another grade is better for 

you?

A: I’ve taught many grades 

(Kindergarten, first grade, third 

grade, and fourth grade). I really 

like 4th! #bigkidsarefun

4th Grade team, (continued)

Q: What is your least favorite thing 

about fourth grade?

A: I would say my least favorite 

thing is all of the 

paperwork. There’s a lot of 

grading in 4th grade because I 

have so many students!

Q: Have you taught at a school 

besides Austin?

A: Yes! I taught one year at a 

school in Marietta, Georgia, and 

11 years at a school in Tucker, 

Georgia!
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Ms. Gardner

Q: How has fourth grade been so far?

A: Amazing! I love learning all about my new students.

Q: How many years have you been teaching fourth grade?

A: This is my fifth year teaching fourth grade. 

Q: What is your biggest pet peeve that students do in class?

A: When students ask me what time recess starts. 

Q: What is the most important thing to know in fourth grade?

A: Stay organized!

Q: Do some of your students still act like third Graders?

A: Most of my students are already getting the hang of things in fourth grade.

Q: Do you like fourth grade, or do you think another grade is better for you?

A: I’ve taught many different grade levels, but fourth grade is my favorite by 

far.

Q: What is your least favorite thing about fourth grade?

A: Rainy days!

Q: Have you taught at a school besides Austin?

A: Yes, I taught high school for six years before teaching at Austin.



MRS. JONES

Q: How has fourth grade been so far?

A: It has been an amazing start. The 

students are really sweet and well 

mannered.

Q: How many years have you been 

teaching fourth grade?

A: I’ve taught fourth grade for 16 

years. This is my favorite grade and 

age group.

Q: What is your biggest pet peeve that 

students do in class?

A: Well, I have four: 

• Torn holes on notebook paper

• Sloppy handwriting

• Forgetting to write your name on 

the paper

• Not trying your best

Q: What is the most important thing 

to know in fourth grade?

A: You will not leave fourth grade the 

way you came (we will have proof).

Q: Do some of your students still act 

like third Graders?

A: Yes, but it’s expected. It’s all part 

of growing up and experiencing new 

things. In due time, they will adjust.

Q: Do you like fourth grade, or do you 

think another grade is better for you?

A: I love fourth grade, but I want to 

become a principal one day.

Q: What is your least favorite thing 

about fourth grade?

A: Students moving on to higher 

grades because we have a good time 

together in class.

Q: Have you taught at a school 

besides Austin?

A. Yes, and I’ve also taught in 

Florida. A student who was in my 

first class is now the punter for the 

Atlanta Falcons. His name is Matt 

Bosher #5. I have several pictures of 

him as a fourth grader in Jupiter, FL 

at Limestone Creek Elementary 

School.

4th grade (cont.)
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4th Grade (last, but not least) 
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Mrs. Black

Q: How has fourth grade been 

so far?

A: It has been a great start to 

the year! :) 

Q: How many years have you 

been teaching fourth grade?

A: Three.

Q: What is your biggest pet 

peeve that students do in class?

A: When students do not try 

their best.

Q: What is the most important 

thing to know in fourth grade?

A: Stay organized and become 

more independent keeping up 

with your own work and 

turning assignments in on 

time. Your agenda should be 

your friend! 

Q: Do some of your students 

still act like third Graders?

A: Sometimes!

Q: Do you like fourth 

grade, or do you think 

another grade is better for 

you?

A: I love 4th grade! 

Q: What is your least 

favorite thing about fourth 

grade?

A: Rainy days make for a 

messy classroom! 



Dunwoody Nature Center
By Keegan B. & Lydia B.

The Dunwoody Nature Center is in Dunwoody, Georgia, right next 
door to Austin Elementary. We interviewed Holly Loveland, the 
Program Manager at the DNC. When Mrs. Holly was a kid, she went to 
a summer camp in Florida and she had a really great teacher 
that inspired her to now work at a summer camp. She said that she 
is really happy when kids are learning about nature and discovering 
new things about our world. If she could start over, she would want a 
bigger nature center because the nature center is actually 
an old house. She would also want to clean it up because there are 
leaks and a bug problem.

Mrs. Holly told us how she thinks other people would describe her. 
She thinks people think that she is very nice and friendly. Ten years 
from now, she hopes she is eating a big bowl of ice cream and hopes 
that the Dunwoody Nature Center is bigger and better than before. Her 
hardest obstacle is balancing her family and work because she is now 
working full time and she has five kids at home so it’s hard for her.
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Q. Why do you like kindergarten so much?
A. I love how sweet, innocent, and silly they are.
Q. What was your feeling when it was your first year of 

Austin?
A. I felt a little nervous but very excited.
Q. Why were you interested in teaching kindergarten so 

much?
A. My first year I taught kindergarten and I loved it!
Q. Do you miss living in South Carolina
A. Sometimes I miss the beach but I love Atlanta!
Q. What did you see yourself doing in ten years?
A. I see myself teaching and hopefully being a mom!

Ms. Tanner – the interview
By Catherine le & janey wenner



Book review
by Jayen S. & mukund k.
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The Second book in the Harry Potter series is “Harry 

Potter and the Chamber of Secrets,” is a total mystery. One 

day, a strange, mysterious creature arrives in Harry’s room. 

It tells him to never go back to Hogwart’s School of 

Witchcraft and Wizardry or disaster will strike … and 

strike it does. At Hogwart’s, somebody or something is 

petrifying the Hogwart’s students into stone. 

Who set this monster free?  Could it be Draco Malfoy? 

Rubeus Hagrid?  Or the famous Harry Potter himself.  You 

can find out how this mystery is solved by reading this 

book. Only then only will the mystery be 

revealed. 

Review: 4/5 ***** (Decent)
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The Austin experience
Austin Students Offer Advice 

By Natalie S. and Lauren K.

Have you ever wondered what your year will be like 
without entering the classroom? Well, luckily that will 
never happen again. In this article you will learn about 
the different experiences of Austin students. 

Tess
Q. What grade were you in last year?
A. Second.
Q. How was your experience in 2nd grade?
A. It was very exciting.
Q. Who was your teacher?
A. Mrs. Unger.
Q. What was your experience like when you had good 

or bad behavior? 
A. I got rewarded for my good behavior.
Q. What advice do you give other students going to 2nd

grade? 
A. My advice is to have good behavior. You will have  

a great year.



The Austin experience (continued)
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Jillian
Q. What grade were you    

in last year?
A. 3rd.
Q. How was your    

experience in 3rd

grade?
A. It was awesome!
Q. Who was your 

teacher?
A. Mrs. Allen.
Q. What experience did 

you have when you 
had good or bad 
behavior?

A When I had bad 
behavior,   
I got a warning.

Q. What advice do you 
have for students who 
are going into this 
grade?

A. Third grade was fun 
and don’t worry about  
the Georgia 
Milestones. 

Audrey
Q. What grade were 

you in last year?
A. 3rd.
Q. Who was your 

teacher?
A. Mrs. Allen.
Q. What was your 

experience when 
you had good or 
bad behavior?

A. When I had bad   
behavior, I got a 
warning. 

Q. What advice do you 
give other students 
going to 3rd grade?

A. Do your homework    
and study.
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The Austin Experience (continued)

Emmy  

Q. What grade were    

you in last year?

A. 4th.

Q. How was your 

experience in the 4th

grade?

A. It was a fun 

experience. 

Q. Who was your 

teacher?

A. Mrs. Black.

Q. What was your 

experience like when  

you had good or bad 

behavior?

A. I was rewarded for 

good behavior.

Q. What advice do you 

give other students 

going to this grade?

A. Work hard and you 

will have a great 

year. 

Kara

Q. What grade were you 

in last year?

A. 4th. 

Q. How was your 

experience in 4th

grade?

A. It was hard but fun. 

Q. Who was your 

teacher?

A. Mrs. Black.

Q. What was your 

experience like when 

you had good or bad 

behavior?

A. When I had good 

behavior, I got     

rewarded. 

Q. What advice do you  

give other students 

going to this grade?

A. Study a lot and always  

check Infinite Campus. 



A. When I was 

misbehaving, I 

got in trouble. 

Q. What was your 

experience when 

you had good and 

bad behavior?

A. When I was 

misbehaving, I 

got in trouble. 

Q. What advice do 

you give other 

students going 

to 4th grade?

A. Pay attention to  

the teachers and 

work hard. 

Dahna

Q. What grade were 

you in last year?

A. Fun!

Q. Who was your 

teacher?

A. Mrs. Black.

Q. What was your  

experience when 

you had good and 

bad behavior?
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Fiction:
How I (almost) stopped Christmas
By Michael N. & matthew z. 

Hello, my name is Snowflake. I live in Santa’s Village. I'm a 
snowman, but I'm no “usual” snowman. I'm a 40-foot snowman 
made by Christmas Magic itself.

I was always a good snowman. I always got presents. But one 
Christmas, I got none. After that day, I grew greedy. And more 
greedy. And even more. Until I became evil. I soon decided I must 
ruin Christmas.

One year later, I put my plan together to ruin Christmas once 
and for all. My plan went like this: on Christmas Night, I would 
kidnap Santa, then I would lie to the elves that Santa gave me his 
job.  If everything went according to plan, I would let the elves live 
and work for me, but if they did not, then I would fire them, then I 
would dump all the presents into the Sacred Pond of Christmas.
So on Christmas Night, I snuck up to Santa’s house and kidnapped 
him. He screamed a little but not too much to set an alarm off. 
Next, I swiftly moved to the workshop.
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How I (almost) stopped Christmas
(continued)                   

I loudly announced to the elves, “Dear Elves of Santa, I’m sorry to say 
that I have very bad news. Our dear Santa has given me his job so now I 
own you!”  To my surprise, I heard a lot of “boos” instead of “yays.” But 
then I added that they would not have to work at all if they joined me 
and stopped Christmas. A few agreed to but most did not. Finally, all 
but ten had agreed when I threatened to fire those that didn’t join.

It was all going according to the plan. After I dismissed the elves that 
didn’t joined, I took all the presents and went to the Sacred Pond of 
Christmas to dump all them into the pond.

I looked at the elves that had joined me and thought there were 
more at first but then I put that thought away because I had more 
important things to do -- like stopping Christmas.
I was about to dump the presents in the pond but then I suddenly 
froze! “Ho Ho Ho!” I heard a familiar Santa’s familiar voice.  “I’ll take 
that!“ he said and snatched the bag filled with the presents before I 
could dump them.

I couldn’t believe it. The elves had betrayed me and had freed the 
Santa from the place where I had imprisoned him. I was so mad!
Santa had to deliver the presents so I was kept in the North Pole Prison. 
When he returned, he banished me forever from Santa’s Village. That, 
my friends, was how I almost stopped Christmas.

The End
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